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was utterly unexpected, and only four regiments were able
to form in order of battle before the Prussians were upon
them. In half an hour they were flying in wild disorder.
By this time Frederick had got his guns into position,
and from the top of the Janusberg twenty-two pieces of
artillery opened fire upon the front of the French infantry,
while seven battalions fell upon their right flank, marching
straight up till they were within forty paces, and then
delivering their fire. The French regiments, huddled
together and unable to form properly, soon began to
waver. Then Seidlitz, who had reformed his squadrons
at Reichartswerben, broke in upon them, and completed
the confusion. At half-past four the battle was over.
The Imperialist foot never came into action at all; they
were swept away by the retreat of the French. Nor did
the bulk of the Prussian infantry ; the battle was over
before they could get up. The French and Imperialists
lost near 3,000 killed and wounded, besides 5,000 prisoners,
and the greater part of their artillery and baggage ; the
loss would have been greater still if night coming on
had not put an end to the pursuit. On the Prussian side
there were 165 killed and 376 wounded. There was no
sort of order in the enemy's retreat. No rallying-place
had been appointed, presumably because defeat was a
contingency that had never been contemplated. Very-
few regiments kept together, and the greater part of the
army was scattered broadcast all over the country.
The effect of the battle of Rossbach was marvellous.
Not only in Prussia but in every German land there was
•preat joy at the victory over the enemy of the whole
German race. Never before had the French been
defeated in a great battle by a purely German _,
j   j    i_	if         c  r*	German en-
army,  commanded   by  a leader of German thusiasmat
blood.    The rejoicings were intensified by the the victory-
universal disgust which had been excited by the insolent

